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… and to a weekend bursting 
with events and activities. This 
is Marlborough’s ninth LitFest 
and, as always, our focus is on 
great writing and storytelling. 
There are more than 30 events 
with enough variety – from 
bookbinding and beer to poetry 
and politics – for everyone 
whatever your age or interest.

This year we welcome several 
leading authors whose names 
will be familiar to all, as well 
as those you may not yet have 
heard of, but who we think are 
well worth looking out for. 
 
Our thanks to our lead sponsor 
Brewin Dolphin for its continued 
support and to all our sponsors 
and volunteers whose help 
makes the festival a success.  
Our biggest thanks go to you, our 
audience. Without your support, 
there would be no LitFest.

We look forward to seeing you.

LitFest Chair

P o e t r y

M i c h a e l 
S y m m o n s 
R o b e r t s

W e l c o m e

Michael Symmons Roberts is one of Britain’s most 
acclaimed poets. His 2013 collection of poems, 
Drysalter, swept the board, winning the Costa and 
Forward Prizes for poetry. Last year he published 
Mancunia, dedicated to the 22 victims of the 
Manchester Arena attack and to those “Mancunians 
and others” who offered assistance.
 
Born in Lancashire, Symmons Roberts has been 
described by Jeanette Winterson as “a religious poet 
in a secular age”. He read philosophy and theology 
at Oxford and used to be head of development for 
the BBC’s religion and ethics department. He’s 
also an award-winning librettist and broadcaster, 
the author of two novels and a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature.
 
Symmons Roberts will be talking about Mancunia 
which, like Thomas More’s Utopia, is an imagined 

place. Amongst other things, we encounter a 
Victorian diorama, a bar where a merchant mariner 
has a story he must tell, and a chimeric creature 
– Miss Molasses – emerging from the old docks. 
Mancunia might be an unreal city but it’s also firmly 

rooted in Manchester, 
where Symmons 
Roberts is Professor of 
Poetry at Manchester 
Metropolitan University.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Adderley, 
Marlborough College
DATE  Thursday 27 September
        7.30pm
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then she has been shortlisted for the Booker 
Prize for her historical novel Restoration, won the 
Whitbread Novel of the Year Award with Music & 
Silence and the Orange Prize for Fiction with The 
Road Home. And now comes Rosie: Scenes from a 
Vanished Life, a riveting memoir that is as shocking 
as it is moving. No surprise that she waited until 
her parents were dead before writing the book.
 
Tremain was made a CBE in 2007 and is a former 
chancellor and alumna of the University of East 
Anglia, where she also taught creative writing. 
She lives in Norfolk with the biographer Richard 
Holmes. 

At the heart of Rose Tremain’s new book Rosie, a 
memoir of the “frozen world” of her upper-middle-
class childhood, is a chilling portrait of maternal 
failure and cruelty. “My mother really didn’t like us, 
either me or my sister,” Tremain says. “And I don’t 
quite know why.” 
 
If only her nanny, whom she describes as an 
“angel” and “saviour”, had been her mother. “She 

was the kindest person 
I’ve ever known.”
 
Tremain, the festival’s 
Golding Speaker this 
year, is a cornerstone 
of our literary 
establishment. Novelist 
and short story writer, 
she was one of only six 
women on Granta’s list 
of best young British 
novelists in 1983. Since 

R o s e  Tr e m a i n
T h e  G o l d i n g  S p e a k e r

Box Office 01249 701628 3

P
ho

to
: D

av
id

 K
ir

kh
am

TICKETS  £12
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Friday 28 September
        7.30pm
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D e b i  E v a n s 
T h e  A d v e n t u re s 
o f  R o l o :  J e w e l 
D o g  a n d  t h e 
D r a g o n s
Debi Evans is well 
known and cherished in 
the Marlborough area 
as a children’s author 
who writes about the 
adventures of Rolo the 
Dog, based on her own 

S t o r y t e l l i n g 
Our popular free storytelling events for under 5s 
are back again this year – join us for 30 minutes of 
stories and laughter with local nursery teacher Tor 
Burt on Friday morning in Marlborough Library or 
on Saturday morning in the White Horse Bookshop 
with primary school teacher Teresa Masterson. 
Older brothers and sisters are welcome too.

TICKETS  Not required
Suitable for under 5s
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        10.30am

TICKETS  £5
Suitable for 5+
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        3pm

TICKETS  Not required
Suitable for under 5s
VENUE  Marlborough Library
DATE  Friday 28 September
        10.30amF
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Fre e  E v e n t s  f o r 
S c h o o l s
Every year we are proud 
to provide free events to 
local schools, with well-
known authors sharing 
their work. Since our 
launch in 2010 we 
estimate that over 3,000 
children have benefited 
from these author talks. 
This year we welcome 
Ross Montgomery with 
his new book Max and 
the Millions for our 

primary schools event, 
and Tamsyn Murray 

with Instructions for a 
Second-hand Heart for 
our Big School Read for 
secondary schools. 
Invited schools only. 

beloved Jack 
Russell terrier. 
Debi’s philosophy 
for writing is to 
entertain, whilst 
using her love of 
nature and history to 
create thrilling stories 
with an educational 
flavour. In her fabulous 
stories rescue dog Rolo 
time-travels through 
history making things 
happen – sometimes 
unexpectedly – along 
the way! 

Debi will be appearing 
with her illustrator 
Chantal Bourgonje.

Our children’s events are sponsored by St Francis 
School, marlborough.news and Hamilton Trust.
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David Walliams is one of our most popular TV 
comedians. In between winding up Simon Cowell as 
a judge on Britain’s Got Talent and swimming the 
channel for Sport Relief, he has also carved out a 
reputation as one of the most successful children’s 
authors writing today. His eccentric take on the 
world is reminiscent of Roald Dahl, that other giant 
of children’s fiction. 
 
It all started back in 2008, when the groundbreaking 
The Boy in the Dress was published, with 
illustrations by Quentin Blake. Since then Walliams 
has sold more than 12 million copies of his books 
in 46 languages, including Gangsta Granny and Mr 
Stink. A long way from Ray McCooney, his Mad Scot 
character in Little Britain (“Yeeees”), or maybe not. 
Whatever he turns his hand to, Walliams manages 
to convey a madcap, touching humour that strikes a 
chord with a wide audience.

To mark a decade of writing, Walliams is bringing 
his Live Event to Marlborough. “What started off as 
something of a hobby for me has completely taken 
over my life. It is hard to believe there are children 
reading my books who hadn’t been born when I 
started writing them.”

D a v i d  Wa l l i a m s

F
o

r
 C

h
il

d
re

n
 F

o
r

 C
h

il
d

re
n

TICKETS  £5
VENUE  Memorial Hall, 
Marlborough College
DATE  Sunday 30 September
        3pm



F o r  B o o k  L o v e r s

TICKETS  £10 (15 places only)
VENUE  The Smoking Room,
Marlborough College
DATE  Sunday 30 September
        2-3pm

TICKETS Not required
VENUE  Katharine House 
Gallery, The Parade
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        11am – 1pm

www.marlboroughlitfest.org6

B o o k b i n d i n g  Wo r k s h o p 
w i t h  L o r i  S a u e r 
Learn the art of creating beautiful bindings in this 
workshop suitable for all skill levels. Lori Sauer 
is a Fellow of Designer Bookbinders and teaches 
masterclasses in the UK and abroad, specialising in 
contemporary design. 

This two-hour workshop will teach you simple 
binding techniques and you will create a piece to 
take home. All materials supplied.

C o l le c t a b le  B o o k 
R o a d s h o w 
Our local rare book 
expert Chris Gange is 
once again at Katharine 
House Gallery to value 
and discuss your rare 
and collectable books. 

Whether you have a first 
edition on your shelves, 
or just something out 
of the ordinary, bring it 
along to Chris and find 
out more.

R a re  B o o k s  a t  M a r l b o ro u g h  C o l le g e 
Don’t miss the chance to see these wonderful 
ancient books, including some very early bibles. 

Dr Simon McKeown, Keeper of Rare Books, will 
present some highlights of the highly regarded 
Marlborough College collection.

TICKETS  £25 (8 places each)
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Friday 28 September
        10am and 2pm
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The first journalist to enter Port Stanley during the 
Falklands War, Max Hastings is one of journalism’s 
‘big beasts’: eminent foreign correspondent and 
former editor of both the Evening Standard and The 
Daily Telegraph.

But it’s as a military historian that he is probably 
best known – for 50 years he has been writing 
fascinating, authoritative works on the major events 
of the last century, from America, 1968: The Fire This 
Time (1969) to Bomber Command (1979) to All Hell 
Let Loose: The World at War, 1939-1945 (2011). 

His latest book is Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy: 1945-
1975, a searing account of the build-up to and 
horror of the war that divided America and the 
world. Hastings spent three years interviewing 
participants from all sides. For him, the hidden 
tragedy is that of the Vietnamese, 40 of whom died 
for every American.

Meanwhile, back in southern England, Hastings 
lives just down the road in Hungerford. Regular 
commuters to London will perhaps have seen him 
boarding the train, armed with the proofs of his 
latest magnum opus.

M a x  H a s t i n g s
V i e t n a m :  A n  E p i c  T r a g e d y

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        10.30am



 
As Robinson writes: “When they set out at the 
end of June 1913, they had been housewives, 
grandmothers, aristocrats, illiterate girls, 
actresses, colliery-women, teachers, students, 
frightened, unsure, naive, perhaps a little reckless; 
activists, certainly, but all these other things as 
well. Now, they were women of influence. Citizens 
of the world.”
 
Hearts and Minds, the subject of her talk at the 
festival, is Robinson’s tenth book. She turned 
to writing after ten years in the antiquarian 
book trade and is now a Senior Associate at 
Somerville College, Oxford, where she was also an 
undergraduate. A keen horn player and singer, she 
is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society.

www.marlboroughlitfest.org8

1918 was a tumultuous year in 
British history, marking the end 
of the First World War and the 
first time women – 40% of them, 
at least – were given the right 
to vote. A hundred years later, 
Jane Robinson, one of our most 
eloquent social historians, has 
trained her academic sights on 
female suffrage. And her new 

book, Hearts and Minds, focuses not on the better 
known Suffragettes, who stole the headlines with 
their militant protests, but the Suffragists – quietly 
courageous, ordinary women, 50,000 of whom 
marched on Hyde Park in 1913 in what became 
known as The Great Pilgrimage.

J a n e  R o b i n s o n
H e a r t s  a n d  M i n d s

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  St Mary’s Church Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        12 noon
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“We are living in the Anthropocene, an epoch where 
everything of Earth’s current matter and life… 
is being determined by the ruinous activities of 
just one soft-skinned, warm-blooded, short-lived 
pedestrian ape.”

So says Tim Dee in the introduction to Ground 
Work: Writings on Places and People, in which 31 of 
the best-known authors writing about the natural 
world muse on subjects as diverse as the cuckoo, 

fossil hunting and the 
watercolour drawings 
of John Aubrey.

Author, radio producer 
and birdwatcher, Dee 
describes his life as 
a “wordy-birdy” one: 
in addition to many 
articles, essays and 
reviews, he has written 
The Running Sky: A Bird-
Watching Life (2009) and 
Four Fields (2013), an 

Box Office 01249 701628 9

account of four fields in Cambridgeshire, Zambia, 
Montana and Chernobyl and the light they shed on 
man’s relationship with nature.

The inspiration for his latest book is Common Ground, 
a charity that seeks imaginative ways to engage people 
with their environment and that includes community 
orchards among its projects. The LitFest hopes Dee 
has time to cast an eye over Marlborough’s very own 
– and very fruitful – town orchards.

G r o u n d  W o r k
T i m  D e e

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        12 noon

P
ho

to
: C

la
ir

e 
Sp

ot
tis

w
oo

de



T h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A u t h o r s

www.marlboroughlitfest.org10

T h e  M c K i t t e r i c k  P r i z e
Radio Sunrise by Anietie Isong, a satire about the 
author’s home country where he began his career 
as a journalist with Radio Nigeria; 

The Seven Imperfect Rules of Elvira Carr, the story 
of a 27 year old working out how to deal with 
a challenging world, by Frances Maynard, who 
teaches English to adults with learning difficulties;   

The Woolgrower’s Companion about a woman’s fight 
to save her family’s sheep farm in New South Wales 
by Joy Rhoades, herself from Queensland; 

Yes, set in author Anne Patterson’s home country of 
Northern Ireland, focusing on stroke victim Maureen 
who has woken up only able to say one word – yes.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        12 noon

The Society of Authors’ McKitterick Prize
is awarded annually to an author over the age of 
40 for a debut novel, published or unpublished. 

This year’s winner, announced in July, will be 
coming to LitFest to talk about their book with 
one of the judges, Abir Mukherjee, himself a 
successful crime writer. They will be chosen from 
a shortlist rich in variety from authors with a wide 
range of life experiences. In alphabetical order by 
title they are:

Darke, the name of the novel’s ageing central 
character who has decided to withdraw from the 
world, by Rick Gekoski, author of several 
non-fiction books;



Box Office 01249 701628 11

A brave title for a book, but if anyone can identify the 
brew par excellence, this man can. Andy Hamilton 
(his website is called theotherandyhamilton.com to 
distinguish him from the comedian, the saxophonist 
and the darts player, among others) has spent years 
researching and writing about gin, wild cocktails, 
foraging – and beer. 

For his 2015 book, Brewing Britain: The Quest for the 
Perfect Pint and How to Make it, Hamilton spent two 
arduous years (our hearts bleed for him) scouring 
pubs, breweries and festivals, not to mention brewing 
his own, in search of the beer drinker’s nirvana. 

Now, in The Perfect Pint: A Beer Lover’s Handbook, 
Hamilton has refreshed his findings to bring you an 
even maltier result. Malt, though, is not the half of 
it. With his background in foraging – he is co-author 
of The Selfsufficientish Bible with his brother and 
spends much of his life tending allotments – 
Hamilton has used pretty much every ingredient 
you can imagine when brewing his own, from pine 
needles to pumpkins. 

Hop, hop hurray! Beers for tasting will be supplied 
by Three Castles Brewery.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        1.30pm

T h e  P e r f e c t  P i n t
A n d y  H a m i l t o n



Constantinople and Venice, the books established 
Hickman as one of our most popular historical 
novelists. The House at Bishopsgate, a richly 
woven tale of marital secrets and sexual jealousy, 
enhances her reputation as a natural storyteller. 
 
“Hickman has created a world filled with love, 
intrigue, ambition and mystery,” according to Dr 
Amanda Foreman. 
 
It was back in 1999 that Hickman shot to 
prominence as a social historian, with her 
international bestseller, Daughters of Britannia: 
The Lives and Times of Diplomatic Wives. Along with 
Courtesans: Money, Sex and Fame in the Nineteenth 
Century, the books have sold more than a quarter of 
a million copies worldwide. 
 
Hickman is also a travel writer and was shortlisted 
for the Thomas Cook Travel Award in 1993. Her 
books have been translated into 20 languages.

www.marlboroughlitfest.org12

K a t i e  H i c k m a n
T h e  H o u s e  a t  B i s h o p s g a t e

For fans of Katie Hickman, travel writer, historian 
and novelist, the wait is finally over. Her new novel, 
The House at Bishopsgate, concludes her acclaimed 
Jacobean trilogy that began back in 2009 with 
The Aviary Gate and was followed two years later 
by The Pindar Diamond. Set in early 17th-century 

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        1.30pm
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William Sieghart is a man on a mission. For the past 
20 years, he has been prescribing poems for a wide 
variety of spiritual ailments. You may have heard him 
on BBC Radio 4 or seen him as he travels the length 
and breadth of the country, dispensing couplets like a 
wandering shaman. A strong dose of Larkin works 
wonders for anyone fearing death, while a poem on 
ironing is a surefire cure for those who have lost 
their zest for life. 

Sieghart, publisher and philanthropist, certainly 
knows his poetry. He established the Forward Prize 
for Poetry in 1992 and founded National Poetry 

Box Office 01249 701628 13

W i l l i a m  S i e g h a r t  T h e  P o e t r y  P h a r m a c y
Day in 1994. He is also a former chairman of the 
Arts Council Lottery Panel and current chairman 
of Forward Thinking, a charity seeking peace in the 
Middle East and acceptance of British Muslims.

He will be talking about his latest book, The Poetry 
Pharmacy: Tried - and - True Prescriptions for the Heart, 
Mind and Soul, which has been described by Stephen 
Fry as “Truly a marvellous collection... There is balm 
for the soul, fire for the belly, a cooling compress for 
the fevered brow, solace for the wounded, an arm 
around the lonely shoulder - the whole collection is a 
matchless compound of hug, tonic and kiss.”P
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TICKETS  £10
VENUE  St Mary’s Church Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        1.30pm



P a i n t e r  t o  t h e  K i n g
A m y  S a c k v i l l e

www.marlboroughlitfest.org14

Amy Sackville is a writer of rare talent, an exquisite 
novelist who has been praised for her luminous 
prose and sumptuous language. In Painter to the 
King, her latest – and arguably most ambitious – 
novel, she has created a literary portrait of Diego 
Velázquez, bringing to life in words the methods 
and rich canvasses of the Spanish painter.
 
Velázquez was the leading artist in the court of King 
Philip IV and one of the most famous painters of the 
Spanish Golden Age. Sackville follows his arrival 
in court to his death 38 years later. In doing so she 
reveals the relationship between an artist and his 
subject, a grief-stricken ruler, and the excesses of 
courtly life. 
 
“In Painter to the King Sackville has written not only 

by far the finest novel 
of its kind that I have 
ever read, but one of 
the finest historical 
novels of recent years,” 
according to Sarah 
Perry in The Guardian.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  St Mary’s Church Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        3pm

The Times was equally fulsome in its praise, 
describing the novel as “an authentic glimpse into 
the painter’s methods... Superb.”
 
Sackville currently teaches creative writing at the 
University of Kent. Her first novel, The Still Point, won 
the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize in 2010. Her second, 
Orkney, was published by Granta Books in 2013.

P
ho

to
: S

ar
ah

 C
la

rk
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy



Box Office 01249 701628 15

P
ho

to
: S

ar
ah

 C
la

rk
e 

P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

“I am for America, first, last and all the time, and 
I don’t want any foreign element telling us what to 
do.” So said a leader of the Ku Klux Klan in a Fourth 
of July speech in 1919.  

Nearly 100 years later, Donald Trump repeatedly used 
‘America first’ in his presidential campaign, and it 
is this phrase that is one of the two “protagonists” 

S a r a h  C h u r c h w e l l
B e h o l d ,  A m e r i c a
of Behold, America, Sarah Churchwell’s thought-
provoking history of attitudes and ideas in the US 
between 1900 and 1940.

In an article for The Guardian earlier this year, 
Churchwell wrote: “‘America first’ has a history… 
entangled with the country’s brutal legacy of slavery 
and white nationalism, its conflicted relationship 
to immigration, nativism and xenophobia.” Her 
suggestion is that, under the current US president, 
far from resolving itself, that relationship is 
becoming ever more conflicted. 

The other is a similarly misrepresented phrase, the 
‘American dream’. Commonly thought to refer to the 
“individual capitalist striving in a free-market world”, 
Churchwell traces its origins as an expression 
rooted in national ideals of equality and justice. 

Churchwell is Professor of American Literature and 
Public Understanding at the University of London, 
as well as a journalist, broadcaster, Booker Prize 
judge and author of works on Marilyn Monroe and 
F. Scott Fitzgerald.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
       3pm



Names like Passchendaele, Verdun and The Somme 
are etched into our national consciousness but 
the last months of the First World War are often 
overlooked. Peter Hart, official oral historian at the 
Imperial War Museum, has pieced together one of 
history’s greatest endgames in The Last Battle. The 
result, marking the centenary, is a “superb account 
of the tactics that finally brought victory on the 
Western Front,” according to The Times. 
 
By August 1918, the outcome of the Great War was 
not in doubt but would the Germans prolong the 
conflict, with the loss of hundreds of thousands 

T h e  L a s t  B a t t l e
P e t e r  H a r t

www.marlboroughlitfest.org16

more young lives? Hart, author of Gallipoli and The 
Great War, draws on the accounts of generals as 
well as ordinary soldiers as he brings to life the 
dramatic final weeks. He also reminds us that the 
collective armies of France, Britain, America and 
Belgium achieved total domination over the German 
Army on the Western Front. 
 
“The all too frequent deaths so close to The 
Armistice gives a terrible poignancy to this last 
battle,” Hart writes. “This book… is a tragic story 
told for the most part by those men who were lucky 
enough to survive. Many did not.”

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  St Mary’s Church Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        4.30pm



K a t e  M o s s e
T h e  B u r n i n g  C h a m b e r s
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Kate Mosse is an international bestselling novelist, 
best known for her Languedoc trilogy: Labyrinth, 
Sepulchre and Citadel. Labyrinth sold more copies 
than any other book in the UK in 2006 and her 
legion of worldwide fans will be delighted to hear 
that she has returned to her beloved hilltop town 

of Carcassonne for her 
new novel, 
The Burning Chambers. 
 
The book is the first 
in a new series of 
historical novels 
spanning 300 years of 
Huguenot history and 
is set in 16th-century 
Languedoc. Billed as 
a gripping story of 
war and adventure, 
conspiracies and 

divided loyalties, it has a typically fiery young 
heroine in 19-year-old Minou Joubert.
 
“Mosse’s fans will relish this tale of secrets, love and 
treachery,” according to The Times, while Scotland 
on Sunday says: “Mosse’s narrative lyricism, 
beautifully drawn female characters and deft journey 
from the past to the present day are a cut above.” 
 
Mosse, who was made an OBE in 2013 for services 
to literature, is also a playwright and non-fiction 
writer. She is deputy chair of the National Theatre, 
on the executive committee of Women of the World 
and the founder director 
of the Women’s Prize 
for Fiction. 

She divides her time 
between Chichester and 
Carcassonne.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        4.30pm
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E l s e w h e r e ,  H o m e
L e i l a  A b o u l e l a
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VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        4.30pm

Leila Aboulela is at the forefront of a new wave 
of British Muslim writers. Born to an Egyptian 
mother and a Sudanese father, she currently lives 
in Aberdeen, after growing up in Khartoum and 
living in Jakarta, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha. Not 
surprisingly, her work explores global notions of 
identity and migration.

Her latest book, Elsewhere, Home is a collection of 
short stories that deftly captures the search for 
home in the overlapping worlds of Africa, Britain 
and the Middle East. A Scottish man working 
in a kebab shop desperately tries to accommodate 
Islam’s place in his fragile relationship with his 
girlfriend; a lonely housewife fascinated with a 
famous writer finds her own voice in Abu Dhabi. 
It’s a wide-sweeping collection, taking us from 
the blustery streets of Aberdeen to the high rises 
of the Gulf.
 
“The emigrant and immigrant experiences have 
always been part of our storytelling,” says 
AL Kennedy. “These beautifully focused tales of 
Khartoum, Edinburgh, London, Cairo and beyond 
are a delight.”

Aboulela’s previous books, including The Translator, 
Minaret and Lyrics Alley, were long-listed for the 
Orange Prize. She has also won the first Caine 
Prize for African Writing and her work has been 
translated into 14 languages.
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A l a n  J o h n s o n
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I n  M y  L i f e :  A  M u s i c  M e m o i r
“I longed to be Paul McCartney when I was a 
teenager,” the former Home, Education and Health 
Secretary said last year. “I’d mime to his lead vocals, 
strumming my sister’s old hockey stick.”

Music, it turns out, has played a huge part in the 
life of one of Britain’s best-loved politicians and, 
more recently, the award-winning author of a 
trilogy of memoirs – This Boy (Orwell Prize in 2013), 
Please, Mister Postman (National Book Award for 
Autobiography of the Year, 2014) and The Long and 
Winding Road (Parliamentary Book Award, 2016).  

In this fourth volume, Johnson recalls growing up 
in condemned housing in west London, listening 
raptly to Bing Crosby and Grace Kelly and, later, on 
his postman’s rounds, to Elvis Costello, David Bowie 
and his beloved Beatles.

In 2007, when Johnson appeared on Desert Island 
Discs, it was revealed that he would rather be the 
lead singer in a band than prime minister. The track 
he elected to take to his island? The Beatles’ ‘And 
Your Bird Can Sing’.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        6pm



www.marlboroughlitfest.org20

Secrets and lies, intrigue and murder; not for 
nothing has Ruth Ware been compared to Agatha 
Christie, and she herself acknowledges a debt to the 
queen of crime. 

After writing five young adult fantasy novels under 
the name Ruth Warburton, Ware then switched to 
psychological thrillers: 
In a Dark, Dark Wood: in this New York Times and 
Sunday Times bestseller, a woman attends a hen 
party in an isolated house, only to become a suspect 
in a murder;
The Woman in Cabin 10: a journalist witnesses a body 
being thrown overboard while on a luxury cruise 
around the Norwegian fjords. Or does she?
The Lying Game: the shared secrets of a group of 
four girls at a boarding school return to haunt them 
in later life. 

And so to The Death of Mrs Westaway: Hal, a fortune-
teller saddled with debts, thinks she has hit the 
jackpot when she receives a lawyer’s letter telling 
her that her grandmother has left her a substantial 
inheritance. The only hitch is that there has been a 
mistake: it’s not her grandmother…

T h e  D e a t h 
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TICKETS  £10
VENUE  St Mary’s Church Hall
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        6pm
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Any Human Heart, An Ice-Cream War, Armadillo, 
Sweet Caress, Ordinary Thunderstorms, Brazzaville 
Beach… William Boyd is one of the UK’s best-loved 
and most prolific novelists. Take a long train or 
plane journey and the chances are you will see 
someone, somewhere, head buried in a Boyd. 

And if you haven’t read his novels (or his short 
stories, plays, essays or reviews), you will probably 
have seen one of his films for the small or big 
screen: Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter, The Trench 
and Sword of Honour are just some of his scripts.

His latest novel, Love is Blind, opens at the end of 
the 19th century. It tells the story of Brodie Moncur, 
a brilliant piano tuner from a remote Scottish village 
who accompanies a pianist known as ‘the Irish 
Liszt’ on his tours around Europe. But when Moncur 
meets a beautiful, seductive Russian soprano, his 
life spins off into secretive and dangerous directions. 

Love is Blind is both an intimate portrait of a life 
and an exploration of the turbulent years at the 
beginning of the 20th century.

W i l l i a m  B o y d 
L o v e  i s  B l i n d

TICKETS  £12
VENUE  Memorial Hall, 
Marlborough College
DATE  Saturday 29 September
        7.45pm
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of the case be heard in 
camera – the first time a 
British murder trial has 
been held in secret. What 
was the home secretary 
trying to hide? Did the 
case threaten national 
security? Was there a 
high-level cover-up?

Thomas Harding spent 
two years investigating 
the killing, interviewing 
key witnesses, police 

officers, forensic experts and journalists. The 
result is Blood on the Page: A Murder, a Secret Trial, 
a Search for the Truth, a true-crime book that sheds 
new light on the case that the leading detective 
described as “the greatest whodunit” of 
recent years.

A former journalist and documentary-maker, 
Harding is a master of investigation: Hanns 
and Rudolf, his 2013 account of the hunt for the 
commandant of Auschwitz, was shortlisted for 
the Costa biography award; as was The House 
by the Lake (2015), a chronicle of the lives of the 
occupants of his grandmother’s house on the 
outskirts of Berlin.

You may remember the case: in 2006, a notorious 
recluse was found brutally murdered in his 
dilapidated house in up-market Hampstead. The 
main suspect, Wang Yam, a political refugee from 
Tiananmen Square, was found guilty and sentenced 
to 20 years. But the government ordered that much 

T h o m a s  H a r d i n g
B l o o d  o n  t h e  P a g e

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       10.30am
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S t i g  A b e l l

“If you find yourself going slightly Brexit bonkers, 
then this book will explain why. An excellent, incisive 
and witty analysis of how this country works, or as 
so often… doesn’t!”

So writes Piers Morgan of How Britain Really Works: 
Understanding the Ideas and Institutions of a Nation by 
Stig Abell, a man better qualified than most to opine 
on all things British. In his relatively short life (he is 
38), he has been director of the Press Complaints 
Commission, managing editor of The Sun and a 
presenter on LBC and Radio 4’s Front Row. He is 
currently editor of The Times Literary Supplement.

In this, his first book, he guides us through our 
institutions, assessing how and why they got to 
where they are and whither they are bound. Have 
you ever wondered why the NHS always seems to 
be running out of money? Why we have so many 
different types of school? Or why we are fed up with 
intervening in other countries’ wars but still want to 
remain a global power? If so, this event is for you.

H o w  B r i t a i n  R e a l l y  W o r k s

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
        12 noon
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A d e l l e  S t r i p e  &  M i c k  K i t s o n
H i s c o x  D e b u t  A u t h o r s 
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eTICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       12 noon

Adelle Stripe and Mick Kitson are both debut 
novelists, it is true, but neither is a newcomer to the 
art of writing. Stripe is a poet with four collections 
to her name; Kitson has been a journalist and, as 
one half of 80s pop band The Senators (the other 
half being his older brother, Jim), a lyricist.

Stripe’s novel, Black Teeth and a Brilliant Smile, 
is, in the words of one review, “a piece of kitchen 
sink noir”. It is inspired by the life and work of 
playwright Andrea Dunbar, best known for her 
short, troubled private life and for her play Rita, 
Sue and Bob Too (1982), which was later made into 

a film. Black Teeth is a 
fictionalised account of 
Dunbar’s life growing up 
on a Bradford estate in 
the Thatcherite 80s.

In Kitson’s Sal, the 13-year-old protagonist and 
her younger sister are on the run from poverty and 
sexual abuse. Hiding out in the wilds of Scotland, 
they evade the police and social services by living 
rough and catching rabbit and pike. Then they meet 
Ingrid, a hippy survivalist, and their life takes an 
entirely new direction…
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recorded in Red Tape and White Knuckles (2009).
The catalyst for Revolutionary Ride was a note left on 
her bike in London: “I have seen your motorbike and 
I think that you have travelled to many countries. 
But I wonder, have you been to my country? That 
is Iran.” The resulting journey was, she writes “an 
endlessly surprising experience that forced me to 
change my outlook about Iran, the Islamic world and 
to ultimately confront my 
own preconceptions.” 

All that and she ‘picks’ 
banjo in the UK’s only 
all-woman bluegrass 
band, the Jolenes.

L o i s  P r y c e
Lois Pryce is an adventurer. To be precise, Lois 
Pryce is an adventurer on a motorbike.

She first discovered a love of the open road aged 
13, on a cycling trip round Cornwall with three 
schoolfriends. Pedal power gave way to horsepower: 
after working her way through a series of classic 
British motorcycles – her ‘old flames’ – she bought 
a trail bike, jacked in her office job and rode 20,000 
miles from Alaska to Argentina, a journey recounted 
in Lois on the Loose (2007). 

Numerous daredevil trips followed, including from 
London to Cape Town, via the Sahara desert, the 
jungles of the Congo and the minefields of Angola, 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R i d e
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TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       1.30pm
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F o r  W r i t e r s

TICKETS  Not required
VENUE  The Green Dragon
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       1pm

Creat ive  Writ ing Workshop for  Teens
Bestselling author Jon Stock will be running a 
creative writing class about the art of the thriller 
for students from local schools. Focusing on what 

makes the reader turn 
the page, he will look 
at narrative structure, 
jeopardy, misdirections 
and character 
development. 

Jon has held creative 
writing workshops 
and given talks at a 
number of schools in 
Wiltshire and beyond. 
He is the author of six 
spy thrillers and one 
psychological thriller, 
Find Me, written under 
the pseudonym J.S. 
Monroe and translated 
into 14 languages. 
Forget My Name, his new 
J.S. Monroe novel, is 
published in October.

Po e t r y  i n  t h e  P u b
Join Alex Hickman, 
writer and poet, at The 
Green Dragon for our 
popular open mic poetry 
event. All poets of any 
age are invited to bring 
poems about ‘Change’ 
which is the theme for 
this year’s National 
Poetry Day on 4 October. 

You can submit your 
poems to general@
marlboroughlitfest.org  

TICKETS  £5 (16 places for 
14 – 18s; lunch provided)
VENUE  Marlborough College
DATE  Sunday 30 September 

 11.30am – 1pm

C re a t i ve  W r i t i n g 
Wo r k s h o p  fo r 
A d u l t s 
We’re delighted that 
Suzannah Dunn will 
be running this year’s 

TICKETS  £25 (16 places only)
VENUE  Katharine House 
Gallery
DATE  Sunday 30 September
        2 – 4.30pm

workshop for adults. 
She has taught creative 
writing for many years 
alongside being a 
bestselling author of 
both contemporary and 
historical novels. Six of 
her 13 books are set in 
the Tudor period, with 
her most recent, The 
Lady of Misrule, telling 
the story of Lady Jane 
Grey’s imprisonment in 
the Tower.  

All levels are welcome 
at this friendly 
workshop which will 
draw imaginatively on 
everyone’s experiences 
and memories to create 
new ones on the page. 

in advance and these 
will be read first. Or just 
turn up! 

Alex has run our Poetry 
in the Pub sessions for 
several years and blogs 
at stuff-happens.org
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D a v i d  C r y s t a l
S o u n d s  A p p e a l i n g

27

Do you say ‘bath’ (as in ‘hearth’) or ‘bath’ (as in 
‘maths’)? Controversy or controversy? Halifax or 
’Alifax?

Pronunciation unites people and divides them, gives 
people joy and infuriates them. Little wonder that 
the subtitle of David Crystal’s Sounds Appealing is 
The Passionate Story of English Pronunciation. 

The book tells us why and how we pronounce words 
the way we do. Taking in phonetics, linguistics and 
physiology, Crystal explores the origins of regional 
accents, how they are influenced by class and 
education and how they have changed over time.

To say that Crystal is an expert on the English 
language is something of an understatement: he 
has written more than 100 books on the subject, 
ranging from Listen to Your Child to Think on My 
Words: Exploring Shakespeare’s Language. He has 
an OBE for services to the English language; he is 

Honorary Professor of Linguistics at the University of 
Wales, Bangor; and he is the author of the definitive 
Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language.

Now, repeat after me: the rain in Spain stays mainly 
in the plain.

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       1.30pm
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T h e  W i f e ’s  Ta l e
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What is biography? When two accounts of a life 
differ, whose do you believe? Should – or even can – 
the narrator remove themselves from the narrative? 
Can it ever be more than ‘a stab at truth’?

These were some of the questions Aida Edemariam 
considered in an article she wrote in The Guardian, 
for whom she works as a feature writer and editor. 
The catalyst for the piece was The Wife’s Tale, her 
biography of her grandmother, Yetemegnu, who was 
born in the northern Ethiopian city of Gondar and 
died five years ago aged nearly 100. 

Having spent years talking to her grandmother, it 
was only when Edemariam immersed herself in 
the landscape of Yetemegnu’s life that she truly 
began to understand her: “I got on a horse and 
followed a path she used to ride on muleback into 
the mountains. Feeling my lungs fill with mountain 
air, the horse picking its way around crevasses left 
by rainy season storms, watching the lammergeiers 
wheel through blue sky, it seemed to me that I had 
learned more in one long morning than I had in days 
of visiting the British Library.”

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       3pm
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L’A m a n t  b y  M a r g u e r i t e  D u r a s
Tr a n s l a t i o n  D u e l 

Ros Schwartz is an 
award-winning translator 
from French of some 
75 works of fiction and 
non-fiction, including the 
2010 edition of Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry’s Le 
Petit Prince. 

Born in Sligo, Ireland, Frank Wynne has been a 
literary translator for 20 years, having worked with 
many French and Hispanic authors. He has won the 
IMPAC Prize (2002), the Independent Foreign Fiction 
Prize (2005), and has twice been awarded the Scott 
Moncrieff Prize and the Premio Valle Inclán. 

In the chair will be Daniel Hahn, writer, editor, 
translator and a leading figure in the translation 
world, having served on the board of English PEN 
and the international council of Human Rights 
Watch.
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TICKETS  £10
VENUE Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       3pm

Last year the LitFest held its first ever Translation 
Duel on the work of García Márquez. The event was 
packed as the translators battled it out.

It will be no different this year when two prize-
winning translators, Ros Schwartz and Frank 
Wynne, debate the literary dilemmas posed by 
L’Amant by Marguerite Duras. Published in 1984, 
this autobiographical novel won the Priz Goncourt, 
France’s highest publishing accolade. Duras is 
also well known for her script for the 1960 film 
Hiroshima Mon Amour.    
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M i r a n d a  K a u f m a n n
B l a c k  T u d o r s

People with black skins first came to England 
as slaves, right? Wrong. As Miranda Kaufmann 
recounts in Black Tudors: The Untold Story, black 
people were living and working at many levels of 
society during the 16th and 17th centuries.

A Book of the Year for the Evening Standard and 
The Observer and shortlisted for the 2018 Wolfson 
History Prize, Black Tudors follows the lives of ten 
citizens, including Jacques Francis, a diver who was 
among those hired to salvage guns from the wreck 
of the Mary Rose in 1546; Mary Fillis, a servant 
and, later, seamstress who came to London from 
Morocco; and John Blanke, a court trumpeter 
who performed at Henry VII’s funeral and Henry 
VIII’s coronation.

A historian, journalist and raconteuse, Kaufmann 
is senior research fellow at the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies. She is a specialist in black 
British history: recent projects include setting up 
the ‘What’s Happening in Black British History’ 
series of workshops and the ‘Influential Black 
Londoners’ exhibition, both in London. 

Oh, and she loves rugby: “Nothing beats the 
bursting pride of being selected to represent my 
university, of donning the dark blue shirt and 
running on to the pitch,” she has written. “Apart 
from the feeling of scoring a try. Or winning 
the match.”
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TICKETS  £10
VENUE  White Horse Bookshop
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       4.30pm
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C h r i s  C l e a v e
T h e  B i g  To w n  R e a d

TICKETS  £10
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       5pm

It has to be a book that appeals to as wide an 
audience as possible: book groups, library users, 
readers male and female, young and old. And it has 
to be an author who loves to discuss their work, 
who is accessible, amenable and who welcomes 
feedback from their readers.

And so – drum roll – after much debate and by 
popular acclaim, the choice for this year’s Big Town 
Read was made… Everyone Brave is Forgiven by 
Chris Cleave. Published in 2016, it is a powerful 
historical novel set in London and Malta during the 
Second World War. Based on the experiences of his 
grandparents – in particular the real-life love letters 

between them – the novel is a departure for Cleave, 
who is known for his acclaimed debut, Incendiary 
(narrated by a widow who lost her husband and 
child in a terror attack), and for Gold, published on 
the eve of the London 2012 Olympics. 

The Big Town Read works in partnership with 
Wiltshire Libraries and with the national charity The 
Reading Agency, whose aim is to inspire people of 
all ages and backgrounds to read for pleasure and 
empowerment. 
 
Get reading over the summer and come with your 
questions for the author!
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M a r l b o r o u g h  B o o k e r
C h o o s i n g  t h e

The Man Booker Prize is probably the most 
prestigious prize in English literature, this year 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. Many of you may 
have read about, or even taken part in, the public 
vote organised by the Hay Festival to find the Golden 
Booker from a shortlist of five novels selected by 
judges – one for each decade. 

We’ve decided not just to accept the public vote 
but to choose our own Booker. We finish this 
year’s festival with a panel of five people to find 
the Marlborough Booker. Each panel member will 
choose one of the novels which has won the Booker 
over the past 50 years and propose it as the most-
deserving overall winner.  

TICKETS  £10 (inc. glass of wine)
VENUE  Town Hall
DATE  Sunday 30 September
       6.30pm

This will be a literary discussion unlike any other, 
and you will have your chance to take part. Each 
speaker will have around ten minutes to make 
their case and then we’ll have a vote to find the 
Marlborough Booker.

Join us for a rousing finale to the weekend with a 
panel of local supporters expertly marshalled by 
LitFest Chair Jan Williamson.



Marlborough Literature Festival is supported by lead 
sponsor Brewin Dolphin, and sponsors Hiscox, St 
Francis School, marlborough.news, William Golding 
Limited, Marlborough College, Hamilton Trust, 
Wiltshire Life, Fingal-Rock Wines, Katharine House 
Gallery and Haine & Smith Opticians.

We are also very grateful to the following for their 
generous support: The White Horse Bookshop, The 
Reading Agency, The Society of Authors, English 
PEN, Pound Arts, Waitrose, Gazette and Herald, 
Marlborough Library, St John’s Academy, Three 
Castles Brewery and ALCS.

Thanks to our Golden Friends: Susie Fisher, Vivien 
Clark, Philip and Tanya Cayford, Marianne and 
Bob Benton, Hans and Jen Krohn. Please consider 
supporting the LitFest as a Golden Friend with an 
annual donation of £500.

We could not run the LitFest without our volunteers 
who donate their time and efforts to make 

Graphics: Aly Storey 07787 500590  
Cover illustration: Robin 
Heighway-Bury
Print: Thoroughbred Design 
& Print 01460 240773  
Website: Ghost (Digital) Limited
www.ghostlimited.com
Event AV: Reflex Productions 
01672 810775
Photography: Ben Phillips 
Photography www.bphillips.co.uk
PR: Fran Del Mar 01672 811482
Marlborough LitFest Registered 
Charity No.1149252 Registered 
Company No. 07070372

the festival a success. If you are interested in 
joining the team please contact us at general@
marlboroughlitfest.org

The White Horse Bookshop sells our tickets and 
promotes our authors, and we are very grateful 
to Angus Maclennan for arranging several of the 
major events this year. Please support your local 
bookshop. 

Finally we would like to thank Broo Doherty and 
Stephen May for their advice and guidance in 
developing the LitFest programme this year. 

S p o n s o r s  &  F r i e n d s  o f  L i t F e s t
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THURSDAY 
7.30pm 
MICHAEL SYMMONS 
ROBERTS
Marlborough College

FRIDAY
10am BOOKBINDING
White Horse Bookshop
10.30am
STORYTELLING Under 5s
Marlborough Library
2pm BOOKBINDING
White Horse Bookshop 
7.30pm
ROSE TREMAIN
Town Hall

SATURDAY 
10.30am
MAX HASTINGS
Town Hall
10.30am
STORYTELLING Under 5s
White Horse Bookshop
11am 
COLLECTABLE BOOKS
Katharine House Gallery
12 noon
JANE ROBINSON
St Mary’s Church Hall

12 noon
TIM DEE
Town Hall
12 noon 
McKITTERICK PRIZE
White Horse Bookshop
1.30pm 
ANDY HAMILTON
Town Hall
1.30pm 
KATIE HICKMAN
White Horse Bookshop
1.30pm
WILLIAM SIEGHART 
St Mary’s Church Hall
3pm
DEBI EVANS for 5+
White Horse Bookshop
3pm
AMY SACKVILLE
St Mary’s Church Hall
3pm
SARAH CHURCHWELL
Town Hall
4.30pm 
PETER HART
St Mary’s Church Hall
4.30pm
KATE MOSSE
Town Hall

4.30pm
LEILA ABOULELA
White Horse Bookshop
6pm
RUTH WARE
St Mary’s Church Hall 
6pm
ALAN JOHNSON
Town Hall
7.45pm
WILLIAM BOYD
Marlborough College

SUNDAY 
10.30am
THOMAS HARDING
Town Hall
11.30am 
CREATIVE WRITING 
WORKSHOP FOR TEENS
Marlborough College
12 noon
STIG ABELL
Town Hall
12 noon 
ADELLE STRIPE 
& MICK KITSON
White Horse Bookshop
1pm 
POETRY IN THE PUB
The Green Dragon 

E v e n t  L i s t i n g s ,  B o o k i n g  &  V e n u e s

HOW TO BOOK
Online: www.marlboroughlitfest.org 
Telephone: 01249 701628 (through Pound Arts 
£1 charge for cards plus 75p postage)

In person: White Horse Bookshop (Cash or cheque only) 
Please note: All events will run for approximately 
one hour except the workshops, Collectable Books and 
Poetry in the Pub

34

Booking Terms & Conditions We do not exchange or refund tickets; this includes moving to an alternative performance. Tickets can be collected from the 
venue before the start of each performance. Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult for all family events. Details in this brochure 
were correct at the time of going to print. The Festival reserves the right to make changes in the event of unforeseen circumstances.

White Horse 
Bookshop

Marlborough
College

Marlborough
Library

The 
Green 
Dragon

Katharine
House
Gallery
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P

1.30pm
LOIS PRYCE
Town Hall
1.30pm
DAVID CRYSTAL
White Horse Bookshop
2pm
RARE BOOKS
Marlborough College
2pm
CREATIVE WRITING 
WORKSHOP FOR ADULTS
Katharine House Gallery
3pm
DAVID WALLIAMS
Marlborough College
3pm
AIDA EDEMARIAM
White Horse Bookshop
3pm
TRANSLATION DUEL
Town Hall
4.30pm
MIRANDA KAUFMANN
White Horse Bookshop
5pm 
CHRIS CLEAVE 
Big Town Read, Town Hall
6.30pm
MARLBOROUGH BOOKER
Town Hall

Adderley, Memorial 
Hall and The 

Smoking Room, 
Marlborough 

College By car or foot 
from the High Street, 
head west on the A4. 

Pass under a brick 
footbridge and the 

college is on the left. 
The venues will be 

signposted. 
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The Town Hall
A late Victorian building which 
dominates the east end of the 
High Street. The Assembly 
Room is the main festival 
venue. The Court Room will be 
a bookshop and café for the 
weekend. Parking is available in 
the High Street or in Waitrose 
car park, between the High 
Street and George Lane. 

Church Hall is next door to 
St Mary’s Church. The church 
is behind the Town Hall. Access 
is from the bottom of Kingsbury 
Street via Patten Alley. From 
the church follow signs to the 
entrance of the hall up steps to 
the left of the church.

The Green Dragon
stands on the south side of 
the High Street, 100 metres 
from the Town Hall. Originally 
a coaching inn, it dates back 
to the 15th century.

The White Horse Bookshop 
is conveniently located within a 

minute’s walk from the Town Hall 
on the north side of the High Street.

Katharine House Gallery, 
The Parade, from the Town Hall, 
cross the pedestrian crossing 
opposite The Bear and walk 
down The Parade. Katharine 
House is at the bottom of the 
road facing you.



L O O K  A H E A D
Face the future with confidence knowing your finances are in good order. 

 As one of the largest wealth managers in the UK, we provide stability  
with personalised long-term financial planning. 

Contact Myles Palmer in Marlborough on 01672 519 621  |  myles.palmer@brewin.co.uk

P E N S I O N S  |  R E T I R E M E N T  |  I N H E R I T A N C E  |  I N V E S T M E N T S

The value of investments can fall and you may get back less than you invested.
Brewin Dolphin Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange, and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register reference number: 124444).


