
marlborough literature festival
25–29 september 2014



welcome to the
              th marlborough literature festival

Many good things come in fives - the five senses, the five vowels of the alphabet, Chanel No.5 - 
and we can add to that - for here we are in the fifth year of the Marlborough Literature Festival 
with a programme as varied and all-embracing as anyone who loves reading could possibly 
wish for.  And an enormous thank you in our fifth year to our lead sponsor, Brewin Dolphin, 
who have supported us from the very beginning. 

This year, of course, we join with others to mark the centenary of the First World War. Rowan 
Williams has always been a defender of peace and a lover of poetry - we are so pleased that 
he is coming to this year’s Festival. There is more poetry with our opening event, sponsored 
for the fifth year by Marlborough College - Zena Edwards with her performance of music, 
drama and words - not to be missed.  

Our Golding Speaker this year is Louis de Bernières. I had the pleasure of sharing a platform 
with him a year or two ago and I can promise you that he is funny, lively, and thought 
provoking. And the same can be said of Lynne Truss whose wide range of writing more than 
backs up our Festival’s undertaking to support literature in all its guises.  

History is here with the extraordinary story of Richard III’s reappearance - and with Jenny 
Uglow, one of my writing heroines, whose very personal story of her Cumbrian heroine will 
enchant you. We have new crime and ancient crime, we have philosophy, we have the story of 
a hawk that will win your hearts, and so much more…  

Finally, the warmest of welcomes from the Literature Festival to the new dawn in the White 
Horse Bookshop which we (and you) must support and cherish to the hilt. Welcome to all this 
in our fifth programme of delights. Enjoy it all and, if you will, tell us what you liked and what 
you did not. We love to hear from you.P

ho
to

: B
en

 P
hi

lli
ps



Zena Edwards describes her work as 
“making the ordinary extraordinary”, and 
extraordinarily talented she certainly is. 
Discover this for yourself as she lights 
up the stage in Marlborough College’s 
stunning Ellis Theatre.

Zena blends spoken word poetry with 
music and visuals – conversations between 
poet and musicians. She has worked 
with Hugh Masekela, Baaba Maal, Pops 
Mohamed, Larry Willis and Soweto Kinch 
among others, fusing poetry, rap, jazz and 
acting, in a thoroughly contemporary and 
captivating style. If you ever thought poetry 
was losing its relevance in today’s world, 
be prepared to change your mind.

Born in Hackney and raised in Tottenham, 
Zena has a love/hate relationship with 
London which she finds both tense 
and vibrant. She toured and performed 
extensively in South Africa, including 
work with an a capella girl group, honing 
her skills before bringing a more fully 
developed act back to the UK.

Z e n a  E d w a r d s

Tickets £8/£3 Under 18s
Venue Ellis Theatre Marlborough College 
Date Thursday 25 September 7.15pm

Box Office 01249 701628 3



Why weren’t history lessons in school this 
much fun?

We’re not sure if this is a book, a large 
poster or a teaching aid. One thing is 
certain – it gets children enthralled about 
history. Adults find it tremendous fun too.

What on Earth Happened? The Complete Story 
of Planet, Life and People from The Big Bang to 
the Present Day is an innovative and detailed 
illustrated history of the world displayed on 
a 2.3m long timeline that can be read like a 
book or hung on a wall.

Chris is the great nephew of gardening 
guru Christopher Lloyd, with whom he 
spent many happy days at Great Dixter. 

After graduating from Cambridge, Chris 

C h r i s  L l o y d

launched the first online editions for The 
Times and subsequently was Editorial 
Director of LineOne. Then he became CEO 
of Immersive Education.

In 2005 he and his wife began home-
educating their children. On a four month 
family camper van tour of Europe Chris 
came up with the idea of reconnecting 
natural and human history through a 
single illustrative narrative.

Chris will collapse the history of the world 
into 45 exhilarating minutes as he covers 
Marlborough Town Hall with his posters/
wallcharts/books or whatever they are. You 
decide!

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

School Event  FREE
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Fri 26 September 11am & 1pm
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Louis de Bernières is best known as 
the author of the worldwide bestseller 
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin which won the 
Commonwealth Writer’s Prize for Best 
Book. The novel spawned a Hollywood 
blockbuster, launched both Penelope 
Cruz and Nicholas Cage to fame and 
created a brand new tourist destination 
in Cephalonia. It has been translated into 
over 11 languages.

Yet many familiar with his other works 
regard Birds Without Wings as his greatest 
novel and Louis has in fact penned nine 
highly successful books to date, mostly set 
in foreign locations. 

Louis has travelled and worked widely 
including a period as an English teacher 
in Columbia which inspired his Latin 
American trilogy. His surname is derived 
from a French Huguenot forefather.

Interestingly however, both his last novel, 
A Partisan’s Daughter, and his recent 
collection of short stories, Notwithstanding, 

L o u i s  d e  B e r n i è r e s T h e  G o l d i n g  S p e a k e r

saw a return to a UK setting which he now 
deems to be as exotic and full of eccentrics 
as anywhere in the world.

His latest work, Imagining Alexandria, is 
a poetry collection and we are thrilled 
to welcome Louis as our third Golding 
Speaker, an event sponsored by the 
William Golding estate in honour of 

Marlborough’s 
greatest literary son.

Box Office 01249 701628

Tickets £10 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Friday 26 September 7.30pm
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To u r s  o f 
L i b a n u s 
P r e s s
When we first offered tours of this hidden 
treasure of a publishing house we never 
intended it to become a mainstay of the 
Festival. While we can’t guarantee to bring 
it back in 2015, there seems to be a high 
demand each year. Perhaps this is due to 
the very limited numbers allowable within 
its elegant and welcoming premises.

Libanus Press design beautifully 
illustrated editions, art books and 
exhibition catalogues. They also work on 
popular and mass market novels. Who 
would have thought the typesetting for The 
Girl With The Dragon Tattoo was executed 
in Marlborough? The studio houses an 
exhibition of books designed by the press 
since its inception thirty years ago.

Numbers are limited to enable everyone 
to see clearly the many processes involved 
- there are only ten places for each of the 
two sessions - so it may be wise to book 
early.

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

Tickets £8 
Venue Rose Tree House, 8 Silverless Street 
Date Fri 26 Sept 2.30pm  Sat 27 Sept 11am
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C a r o l i n e  L a w r e n c e
With seventeen volumes of The Roman 
Mysteries in just eight years, to call 
Caroline prolific would be an under-
statement. So what’s her speedy secret?

In this fun and interactive talk Caroline 
will inspire and enthuse potential young 
authors to get ideas quickly, asking them 
to do one-minute exercises based around 
such techniques as Recipe for a Hero, How 
to Plunder the Greek Myths and Seven Plot 
Beats of a Great Story.

The characters in Caroline’s much loved 
Roman Mysteries all have their quirks and 
problems to overcome and it’s this non-
stereotyping treatment of the young which 
helps children to identify so readily with them, 
even if the setting is Rome 2000 years ago.

Be warned though, Caroline likes to use 
archaeological props, so if there’s a strange 
odour in the room it’s not impossible that 
she’s brought along an original Roman 
sponge on a stick - they didn’t have toilet 
paper in AD79!

Box Office 01249 701628

Tickets £7/£3 Under 18s 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 10.30am
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M i k e  P i t t sIntroduced by Dr Norman Hammond

This March Mike Pitts spent two days at 
The Royal Courts of Justice for a judicial 
review. The case was 529 years old and 
still unresolved despite the identification 
of Richard III’s skeleton under a Leicester 
car park.

Is scientific evidence beneficial for creating 
a love of history or are myths and folklore 
more important in creating a sense of 
wonder? As the debates continue to rage 
about the most controversial English 
king, Mike’s latest book, Richard III: How 
Archaeology Found The King, is a forensic 
examination that reads like a gripping 
detective story. It puts some flesh on the 
bones of an enigma that has fascinated 
writers down the ages, from Shakespeare 
to Josephine Tey to Paul Murray Kendall.

Mike is a writer and broadcaster who 
began as a professional archaeologist and 
has directed excavations at Stonehenge. 
He has written for the Times, Telegraph, 
Sunday Times, Guardian, New Scientist, 
BBC History Magazine and other 

publications. He was curator of the 
Alexander Keiller Museum in Avebury 
where he also opened a ground breaking 
vegetarian restaurant. He is editor of 
the Council for British Archaeology’s 
magazine.

Dr Norman Hammond is the Archaeology 
Correspondent for The Times. 

Tickets £8 
Venue St. Mary’s Church 
Date Saturday 27 September 10.30am

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

R i c h a r d  I I I  
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Hidden in a Cumbrian valley between a 
motorway and railway line is a shrine to 
personal memories, local mythology and 
times past. It is adorned with imagery and 
carvings including lotus flowers, snakes, 
pomegranates, fossils, scarabs, poppies, 
ammonites, turtles and pinecones, the last 
a symbol of fertility and regeneration. It is 
a church like no other in the UK.

The Pinecone is above all a tale about the joy 
of making, and the skill of local, unsung 
craftsmen under the design and direction 
of a single extraordinary woman, Sarah 
Losh.

Jenny Uglow grew up in Cumbria with 
Sarah Losh an almost permanent 
presence in her consciousness. A return 
visit sparked the story that would bring this 
forgotten genius back to life.

Jenny is one of The UK’s most acclaimed 
biographers and has been particularly 
praised for the vivid recreation of the time 
and place in which her subjects lived. “No 

J e n n y  U g l o w
one gives us the feel of past life as she 
does” writes A. S. Byatt of Nature’s Engraver: 
A Life of Thomas Bewick.

Her subjects, including George Eliot and 
Elizabeth Gaskell, often feature radical and 
enlightened women and The Pinecone can 
be seen as a continuation of that theme. 

Tickets £8 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 12 Noon

Box Office 01249 701628 9



A n d r e w  Ta y l o r  &  C h r i s  E w a n
Chris Ewan has two thrillers published this year. In the first of 
these, Dead Line, the action takes place in Marseille. What do you 
do if your fiancée goes missing, presumed taken? If you’re Daniel 
Trent, a highly-trained specialist in hostage negotiation, the 
answer is simple: find out who took her and make them talk. But 
if your chief suspect is kidnapped, how do you get him back alive? 

For Dark Tides, published in October this year, the location 
switches to The Isle of Man. A chilling sequence of events unfolds 
over the years after a dare goes wrong for a group of Manx 
teenagers during the island’s Hop-to-naa festivities. 

Andrew Taylor is a British crime and historical novelist, winner of 
the Cartier Diamond Dagger (for lifelong excellence in the genre). 

His books include the international bestseller, The American Boy; 
The Roth Trilogy (filmed for TV as Fallen Angel); The Anatomy of 
Ghosts, shortlisted for the Theakston’s Old Peculiar Crime Novel 
of the Year; and The Scent of Death, winner of the CWA Historical 
Dagger 2013. His new crime novel The Silent Boy is set in 1792. 
Andrew is The Spectator’s crime fiction reviewer.
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Chaired by Tony Mulliken, Midas Public Relations

Tickets £8 
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Saturday 27 September 1pm

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

P a r t n e r s  i n  C r i m e
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A C  G r a y l i n g
Bertrand Russell wrote “Most people 
would rather die than think”. Anthony 
Grayling doesn’t want to be one of them. 
Living by someone else’s values is, he 
feels, much akin to being a football 
kicked around by others. As one of our 
foremost philosophers, Grayling believes 
philosophy should be applied practically 
and usefully in society. 

His latest book, Friendship, explores some 
fascinating questions… Is it possible to 
be a true friend to someone who holds 
different political or ethical beliefs? 
Can a man and woman ever be friends 
without some undercurrent of lust? Has 
the use of the verb to “friend” someone 
on Facebook debased the meaning of 
friendship?

He has written over thirty books and has 
been a regular contributor to The Times, 
Financial Times, Observer, Independent 
on Sunday, Economist, Literary Review, 
New Statesman and Prospect as well as 
radio and television.

Among Grayling’s many distinguished 
appointments are former Fellow of 
the World Economic Forum at Davos, 
Vice President of the British Humanist 
Association and founder of the New 
College of The Humanities. He was also a 
member of the C-100 group on relations 
between the West and the Islamic world. 
He is the chairman of the 2014 Man 
Booker Prize.

Tickets £10 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 1.30pm

Box Office 01249 701628

F r i e n d s h i p  A m o n g  F r i e n d s
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Tickets £8 
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Saturday 27 September 2.45pm

Money Mania: Booms, Panics and Busts from 
Ancient Rome to the Great Meltdown is a 
sweeping account of speculation, financial 
bubbles and their inevitably painful 
consequences over twenty five centuries.

Financial crises are for us what natural 
disasters were to our ancient ancestors. 
Their unpredictable nature and their 
punishing aftermath - capable of rending 
societies in extremis - make them objects 
of mystery and morbid fascination. 
Acclaimed commentator and financier 
Bob Swarup reveals the common human 
foibles that lead us into periodic bouts of 
self-destruction and amnesia. 

The story of why we speculate, panic and 
go bust is the story of what makes us 
human. Bob is an investor and thought 
leader of markets, investments, and 

regulation. Born in India in 1977, and 
educated in England, he holds an MA from 
the University of Cambridge, two master’s 
degrees, and a PhD in cosmology from 
Imperial College, London. He has managed 
investments at financial institutions and is 
an award-winning journalist.

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

M o n e y  M a n i a   B o b  S w a r u p
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Tickets £8 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 3pm

Two award winners share the stage for this year’s Betty Trask 
Award event. Each demonstrates the importance of a unique 
perspective when writing a prize winning novel.

Chaplin & Company tells the tale of a would-be-mime artist in a 
canal-boat community in London’s Little Venice and brings us a 
completely new view of London. Mave Fellowes was inspired to 
write Chaplin & Company from years of looking out onto The Grand 
Union Canal. “A really special debut” Nick Robinson

Matt Greene’s first novel, Ostrich sees life through the eyes of a 12 
year old recovering from brain surgery and is comic and tragic, 
a rediscovery of adolescence. It follows four plays written for the 
Edinburgh Fringe. “The most enjoyable reading experience I’ve 

Box Office 01249 701628 13

P
ho

to
: N

ic
k 

P
et

tm
an

had so far this year” Matt Haig

The Betty Trask award is for first novels written by authors under 
the age of 35 in a romantic, traditional, but not experimental style. 
Previous award winners include Chibundu Onuzo, Eleanor Catton, 
Evie Wyld, Adam Foulds and Sarah Waters.

The authors will be in discussion with one of the Betty Trask 
judges, Peter Kemp. The panel of judges also included Elizabeth 
Buchan and Fay Weldon.

M a t t  G r e e n e  &  M a v e  F e l l o w e s
T h e  B e t t y  T r a s k  A w a r d



Protecting 
writers’ rights 
The Authors’ Licensing & Collecting Society 
(ALCS) represent the interests of all types of 
writer. We are dedicated to protecting and 
promoting authors’ rights and ensuring that 
writers are fairly compensated for any works 
that are copied, broadcast or recorded. 

Find out more about the work we do for 
writers at www.alcs.co.uk 



Paulo Scott lives in Rio de Janeiro working 
as a writer, translator, playwright, screen-
writer and cultural press commentator. 

Among his publications are three novels, 
a book of short stories and four volumes 
of poetry. He has been awarded numerous 
accolades including the Premio Fundacio 
Biblioteca Nacional and the Machado de 
Assis Prize. His first novel, Still Orangutans, 
was adapted for a movie, winning the Milan 
Film Festival in 2008.

Nowhere People features a 21 year old 
protagonist, also called Paulo, who is 
disappointed with the country’s social and 
political developments after the military 
dictatorship. He meets the homeless 
indigenous teenager Maina and is moved 
by a rare sense of duty.

This novel spans the worlds of São Paulo’s 
rich kids and its dispossessed Guarani 
Indians along Brazil’s highways. One man 
escapes into an immigrant squatter’s life 
in London, while another’s performance 

activism leads to unexpected fame on 
YouTube.

Nowhere People is written from the gut - a 
raw and passionate classic in the making, 
about our need for a home. It is not your 
average book. 

Paulo will be in conversation with 
his translator, 
Daniel Hahn, and 
publisher, Stefan 
Tobler from And 
Other Stories.

Tickets £8 
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Saturday 27 September 4.15pm

 
P a u l o  S c o t t
N o w h e r e  P e o p l e

Box Office 01249 701628 15



N i n a  S t i b b e  &  S i m o n  G a r f i e l d 
M a n  a n d  W o m a n  o f  L e t t e r s

From Roman wood chips discovered near Hadrian’s Wall to the 
wonders and terrors of email, Simon Garfield explores how we 
have written to each other over the centuries and what our letters 
reveal. 

Along the way he delves into the great correspondences of our 
time, from Cicero and Petrarch to Jane Austen and Ted Hughes 
(via Keats, Woolf, Kerouac, Nin and Schulz). As the book unfolds, 
so does a moving wartime correspondence illustrating how letters 
can change the course of life.

Simon’s last two critically-acclaimed bestsellers, On the Map and 
Just My Type, have both been BBC Radio 4’s Book of the Week.

Tickets £8 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 4.30pm

Love, Nina is a hilarious semi-autobiographical account of literary 
London of the 1980s. It comprises a series of letters sent home by 
a provincial 20-year old who goes to work as a nanny in the capital. 

Blissfully unaware of their standing, Nina interacts with a stream 
of famous neighbours such as Jonathan Miller, Michael Frayn, 
Claire Tomalin and even Alan Bennett, whom she takes to be 
someone from Coronation Street. It is now a huge bestseller with 
recent US publication and dramatisation for BBC Radio 4.

16 www.marlboroughlitfest.org



Rowan Williams is best known as the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
will be visiting Marlborough to reflect on 
the War Poets in this centenary year of 
the start of World War I, contrasting the 
personal crises the war provoked in them 
as well as new understandings of the 
human condition. This event is particularly 
pertinent to us because Siegfried Sassoon 
was educated at Marlborough College. 

Rowan’s career has seen him outspoken 
about The West’s defence policies on 
numerous occasions including criticisms 
of military incursions into Iraq and 
Afghanistan. While chaplain of Clare 
College Cambridge he was arrested for 
singing psalms as part of a CND protest at 
an American air base.

As well as writing over thirty theological 
and historical texts Williams is a poet and 
translator of poetry. His collection The Poems 
of Rowan Williams was longlisted for the 
Wales Book of the Year award in 2004. He is 

R o w a n 
W i l l i a m s

also patron of the British TS Eliot Society.

Rowan Williams speaks or reads eleven 
languages including Russian which he 
learnt in order to be able to read the works 
of Dostoyevsky in the original.

Tickets £10/£3 Under 18s 
Venue St. Mary’s Church 
Date Saturday 27 September 6pm

Box Office 01249 701628 17



L i t F e s t  C a f é

Venue Court Room, Town Hall 
Open Saturday & Sunday

Come and relax with us! Enjoy a literary 
cup of coffee, a glass of wine or a delicious 
slice of cake in the LitFest Café while 
mingling with authors, audiences and 
organisers. Browse at the bookstore and 
pick up some tickets at the Festival Box 
Office.

The café is at the heart of the festival 
action. You’ll find it in The Court Room 
on the ground floor of the Town Hall. 
The White Horse Bookshop will have a 
selection of titles by all of the LitFest 
authors. The Box Office will also be 
open for last minute ticket sales and for 
collection of tickets ordered by phone or 
online from Pound Arts.

The LitFest Café will be open from 
Saturday morning to Sunday evening.

18 www.marlboroughlitfest.org

P
ho

to
s:

 B
en

 P
hi

lli
ps



Punctuation doesn’t sound like the subject 
matter for a bestselling sensation, but that 
is just what Eats, Shoots and Leaves became. 
So much so that the phrase is now firmly 
established in the lexicon. The subtitle, 
A Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation, 
perhaps illustrates why she has been 
dubbed a literary pedant although it belies 
a terrifically humorous style. 

The book’s remarkable success perhaps 
clouds Lynne’s diverse output including 
entertaining volumes of fiction, children’s 
books, short stories and reportage 
including Talk To The Hand and A Certain 
Age. She has been involved with stage work 
including an adaptation of Virginia Woolf’s 
Freshwater, multiple radio broadcasts and 
press articles.

Lynne writes regularly for The Daily 
Telegraph expressing strong views on 
subjects ranging from how google-based 
research can kill your creativity to the right 
to a love of football from an indoors-ish 
woman’s point of view.

Tickets £10 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Saturday 27 September 7.30pm

Lynne Truss

Random House recently published Cat Out 
Of Hell, Lynne’s first novel for fifteen years 
and a comic horror work that was also 
a Radio 4 Book at Bedtime in March this 
year. It concerns the mystery of a missing 
woman, a talking cat, a remote seaside 
cottage and a retired librarian with a dog 
called Watson.

Box Office 01249 701628 19



We have places for 20 children on a 
rip-roaring romp through English history 
with James Smith and Aly Stott. With the 
help of creaking floorboards James and Aly 
will take the children on an entertaining 
trip back in time in the unique setting of 
The Merchant’s House in Marlborough 
High Street.  

The house has witnessed exciting episodes 
in history - the Civil War, Republican 
England, the Restoration - and the children 
will have fun discovering all about these 
periods. Fire, famine, plague and servant 
life in 17th Century England will be brought 
to life through storytelling. 

James and Aly will encourage the children 
to write their own stories or poems in the 
final half hour of the session which ends 
at 11.45am. Children are to be dropped off 

FREE Book through White Horse bookshop 
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Sunday 28 September 10am

and collected through the green side gate.
The children’s poems and stories will be 
put on display at The Merchant’s House 
and on our website.

1 7 t h  C e n t u r y  E x p e r i e n c e
W o r k s h o p  f o r  C h i l d r e n  ( 7 -1 1  y e a r  o l d s )

20 www.marlboroughlitfest.org



Every writer draws on the actual - their 
own or other people’s - the historical, the 
scientific, the strange but true. Lavinia 
Greenlaw will talk about the peculiar 
relationship between conveying and telling 
the truth, and will demonstrate how to 
select from, process and activate your raw 
material, and how to make memory and the 
imagination work together.

For writers of fiction or non-fiction, 
whether you are starting a book or need to 
reinvigorate what you are already working on.

Lavinia was formerly Professor of Poetry at 
UEA. Her sound work, Audio Obscura, gained 
her the 2011 Ted Hughes Award for New 
Work in Poetry. For her first novel, Mary 
George of Allnorthover, she won the French 
Prix du Premier Roman and she has also 
been awarded the Forward Prize for Best 
Single Poem. 

This session for adults will last two hours. 
It is limited to fifteen people so please hurry 
to secure your place.

Tickets £25 
Venue Krumbz Café 
Date Sunday 28 September 10.30am

 
L a v i n i a  G r e e n l a w
T r u t h  a n d  L i e s :  A  W r i t i n g  M a s t e r c l a s s  w i t h

Box Office 01249 701628 21



Roger Phillips is one of the world’s leading 
experts on foraging for nature’s bounty.

From berries, herbs and mushrooms to 
wild vegetables, salad leaves, seaweed 
and even bark, wild food is all around 
us, growing in our hedgerows and fields, 
along river banks and seashores, even 
on inhospitable moorland. Roger’s 
definitive book identifies hundreds of tasty 
opportunities and provides fascinating 
information on how our ancestors would 
have used them. It also includes over 100 
more modern recipes for delicious food 
and drinks. 

Roger will lead a party of foragers 
through the Savernake Forest looking for 
autumnal plants, fruit and fungi. Please 
come prepared for a walk, and check the 
weather forecast beforehand! Roger will 
meet the foragers at The White Horse 
Bookshop at 11am and the group will go in 
car convoy to the Forest, returning for 1pm 
at the bookshop where Roger will talk and 
sign copies of his book.

“I can safely say that if I hadn’t picked up 
this book some twenty years ago I wouldn’t 
have eaten as well, or even lived as well, as 
I have. It inspired me then and it inspires 
me now” Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall

R o g e r  P h i l l i p s

Tickets £8 
Meet at White Horse Bookshop 
Date Sunday 28 September 11am–1pm

www.marlboroughlitfest.org

W i l d  F o o d :  F o r a g i n g  a  T r a i l
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R o g e r  P h i l l i p s

Naomi Wood’s Mrs Hemingway concerns Ernest Hemingway’s four 
marriages to four very different, fascinating women and the affairs 

that destroyed them. Each Mrs Hemingway 
thought that she would be the one to keep 
him forever. Each was wrong, of course.

Naomi is a fount of Hemingway knowledge. 
We get the Hemingway we think we know; 
surviving a plane crash and emerging from 
the jungle carrying a bunch of bananas and 
a bottle of gin. But we also see the man 
that only the women closest to him saw - 
lovesick, fearful, self-doubting.

Tickets £10 (includes coffee and croissant) 
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Sunday 28 September 11.30am

Box Office 01249 701628

 
N a o m i  W o o d  &  S t e p h e n  M a y 

B r e a k f a s t  w i t h

Stephen May’s new novel Wake Up Happy Every Day features Nicky 
who has no idea how rich his friend Russell is until he drops dead, 
on his 50th birthday. For forty years Russell’s birthday has offered 
Nicky a reminder of how much more successful Russell is. His 
daring plan is to become Russell so his family can start again - 
better clothes, better hair, better future: everything money can 
buy. Especially happiness.

A novel about dreams and delusions and what happens if you find 
the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.

23



The Dig by Cynan Jones is a searing short novel, built of the 
interlocking fates of a badger-baiter and a disconsolate farmer, 
unfolding in a stark rural setting where man, animal, land and 
weather are at loggerheads. Their two paths converge with tragic 
inevitability. 

Jones writes of the simple rawness of animal existence with a 
naturalist’s unblinking eye. This is a real rural ride. It is short, but 
crackles with latent compressed energy that makes it swell to fill 
more space than at first glance it occupies.

His previous novel The Long Dry won a Betty Trask Award in 2007.

Orkney is a bewitching new novel from the prize-winning author of 
The Still Point. A curiously matched couple arrive on their honey-
moon. He an eminent literature professor, she his pale, enigmatic 
star pupil. Alone beneath the shifting skies of this untethered 
landscape, the professor realises how little he knows about his 
new bride as she slips ever further from his obsessive grasp. 

Amy’s first novel won the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize, was 
longlisted for the Orange Prize, and shortlisted for the Dylan 
Thomas Prize, the Author’s Club Best First Novel Award and the 
BBC Culture Show’s 12 Best New Novelists.

Tickets £8  
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Sunday 28 September 12 noon

A m y  S a c k v i l l e  &  C y n a n  J o n e s 
H i s c o x  Yo u n g  A u t h o r s
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P o e t r y  i n  t h e  P u b
Would you like to read your poem to an 
audience of other poets?

Following last year’s successful event we 
will again be running an Open Mic session 
on Sunday. The event will be hosted by Alex 
Hickman. This year Alex publishes his first 
novel, 59 Years 4 Days. 

He blogs at www.stuff-happens.org and 
lives in the Pewsey Vale.

If you would like to participate, you can 
submit a poem in advance to Alex at 
general@marlboroughlitfest.org. Or you 
can simply turn up on the day with your 
poem. Poems submitted in advance will be 
read first. Don’t miss this chance to listen 
to others and be heard yourself.

No tickets are required for this event.

Drinks and sandwiches can be bought at 
the bar.

A n  I n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  P o e t s

Box Office 01249 701628

Tickets FREE 
Venue The Green Dragon 
Date Sunday 28 September 1pm
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In Sarah Dunant’s fourth Renaissance 
novel, Blood and Beauty, she turns her hand 
to the most notorious family of the period, 
the Borgias.

It is 1492 and Rodrigo Borgia has clawed 
his way to become Pope. But Rodrigo is 
hated for his Spanish blood. His passion 
for power is matched only by his passion 
for his children (and his young mistress). 
But each Borgia child will be tasked with 
advancing the family’s ambitions and 
securing their dynasty’s future. 

Cesare Borgia is lethal, but increasingly 
unstable, warming only to his inner circle 
and his beloved sister. His brother Juan 
Borgia should make a good marriage 
but sex and violence follow him wherever 
he goes. Then there is Lucrezia to 
whom history has been cruellest of all, 
synonymous with poison, incest and 
lustfulness.

Sarah illuminates these maligned figures 
to reveal a truth even more interesting 

Tickets £8
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Sunday 28 September 2pm

S a r a h  D u n a n t
than the myth. She asks what part these 
ruthless social climbers and patrons of the 
arts played in the cultural movement that 
changed the world forever. 

This internationally bestselling writer’s 
famous Italian historical novels have been 

translated into 
more than thirty 
languages. She 
has worked widely 
in television, radio 
and print. She lives 
in London and 
Florence.
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Tickets £8
Venue Merchant’s House 
Date Sunday 28 September 2pm

H e l e n  M a c D o n a l d
Introduced by Ed Hogan

“In real life Goshawks resemble sparrow 
hawks the way leopards resemble 
housecats. Bigger, yes. But bulkier, 
bloodier, deadlier, scarier and much, much 
harder to see. They’re the birdwatchers’ 
dark grail.”

From the age of twelve, when she first 
saw a trained goshawk, Helen MacDonald 
had determined to become a falconer. She 
learned the arcane terminology and read 
the classic books, including TH White’s 
tortured masterpiece The Goshawk.

When her father dies and she is knocked 
sideways with grief, she returns to White’s 
book, obsessed with the idea of training 
her own goshawk. She buys Mabel for 
£800 on a Scottish quayside and takes 
her home. Then she fills the freezer with 
hawk food and unplugs the phone, ready 
to embark on the long, strange business of 
trying to train this wildest of animals.

Helen MacDonald is a writer, poet, 
illustrator, historian and affiliate at the 
Department of History and Philosophy of 
Science at the University of Cambridge. 
Her books include Falcon (2006) and Shaler’s 
Fish (2001). Her latest is H Is For Hawk, 
published this year.

Ed Hogan is a prize 
winning author whose 
second novel The 
Hunger Trace concerns 
the lonely life of a 
falconer.

Box Office 01249 701628 27
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Tickets £8
Venue Merchant’s House  
Date Sunday 28 September 3.30pm

Described in The Independent as “the war 
poet of our generation” Owen Sheers was 
awarded the Hay Festival Prize for Poetry 
2013 and shortlisted for the BBC Audio 
Drama award. He is now featured on the 
English A-Level curriculum.

He has written extensively about war since 
his first novel, Resistance, which imagined 
a town in the Welsh valleys finding its 
menfolk disappeared overnight while 
German troops invade.

In The Observer, Kate Kellaway said of Pink 
Mist “What I felt most strongly was that it 
should be studied at school alongside the 
ubiquitous Wilfred Owen.”

The Two Worlds Of Charlie F catapulted 
its audience straight into the front line 
in way few other works have. The stage 
production featured real soldiers and 
casualties of war acting for the first time. 
They received a standing ovation every 
night.

O w e n  S h e e r s
Owen Sheers was born in Fiji but spent 
his formative years in Wales. He went on 
to study English and Creative Writing at 
Oxford and UEA respectively. Alongside the 
landscape of Wales and the joy of Welsh 
rugby, it was the writing of poets such as 
RS Thomas, Dylan Thomas and Seamus 
Heaney that combined to inspire such 

a wonderfully 
original voice in 
Owen.
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Tickets £8
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall 
Date Sunday 28 September 4pm

Following the success of Jackie Kay’s 
appearance at last year’s LitFest Big Town 
Read event, Sathnam Sanghera’s The Boy 
With The Topknot has been chosen to be our 
Big Town Read for 2014.

Sathnam’s first book is, in part, a 
hilarious gallop through the typical 
teenage frustrations of growing up in a 
provincial town. Especially resonant are his 
observations of life in a Punjabi Sikh family 

in the 1980s and 
1990s, together with 
the book’s central 
thread, an incredible 
depiction of how he 
and his family come 
to terms with his 
father and sister 
having a serious 
mental illness.

“Tragic, funny and 
disturbing… The Boy 

S a t h n a m  S a n g h e r a
T h e  B i g  To w n  R e a d

P
ho

to
: J

oh
n 

An
ge

rs
on

29

With The Topknot will challenge you, and 
may even change you. In other words it’s 
literature.” The Independent

We recommend that book groups and 
individuals read Sathnam’s book in 
advance as this event is an opportunity for 
the audience to discuss the work with the 
author.



Tickets £8
Venue Assembly Room, Town Hall  
Date Sunday 28 September 5.30pm

Most of us have our favourite novels and 
we tend to want to turn others on to them 
too. So to round off Sunday we thought it 
would be fun to encourage a little bit of 
literary sparring.

Our panellists will have to convince you, 
the audience, why their choice of book 
should remain on the shelf as opposed to 
those of their colleagues. After which we 

put it to a vote amongst the audience. 

Elinor Goodman, Angus McLennan and 
Sathnam Sanghera will promote, justify, 
praise, advocate, recommend, wax lyrical, 
defend and shout from the rooftops in 
favour of their top tome. All you have to do 
is sit back and be persuaded - although we 
do want to hear from you too and there will 
be time for questions.

A  G o o d  B o o k
P a n e l l i s t s  D i s c u s s  t h e i r  F a v o u r i t e  N o v e l

Elinor Goodman is a journalist and 
ex-political editor of Channel 4 News. 
Angus MacLennan is the new manager of 
the White Horse Bookshop in Marlborough. 
Sathnam Sanghera is a journalist and 
novelist who joins the panel straight after 
talking about his own book in the previous 
event.   

www.marlboroughlitfest.org30
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Tickets £8
Venue Dauntsey’s School, West Lavington
Date Monday 29 September 7.30pm

Michèle Roberts is the author of several 
highly acclaimed novels, including The 
Looking Glass and Daughters of the House, 
which won the WHSmith Literary award and 
was shortlisted for The Booker Prize.

Convent educated, Michèle Roberts thought 
of becoming a nun, but she lost her faith in 
the Catholic Church, and instead became an 
important figure in the Women’s Liberation 
movement. In the 1970s she was Poetry 
Editor of Spare Rib, and her memoir, Paper 
Houses, is a fascinating description of her 
years as a fledgling writer taking on radical 
politics; it was Radio 4’s Book of the Week.

She writes plays, poetry and short stories 
and Your Shoes is on the GCSE syllabus. She 
is Emeritus Professor of Creative Writing at 
the University of East Anglia. 

She was brought up in Hertfordshire by her 
English mother and French father and now 
lives between London and France; she was 
awarded a Chevalier de L’Ordre des Arts et 
Lettres by the French government.

M i c h è l e  R o b e r t s

Box Office 01249 701628 31
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V o l u n t e e r s
We could not run Marlborough Litfest 
without the help of many volunteers, 
who work so hard both in the run up to 
and during the festival. The Marlborough 
Litfest Committee would like to thank 
them all enormously for all their hard work 
and dedication to the Litfest.

If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer, please contact us at
general@marlboroughlitfest.org

The White Horse Bookshop sells Litfest 
tickets and helps promote our authors. 
Please support your local bookshop.



S p o n s o r s  &  F r i e n d s  o f   L i t F e s t

Box Office 01249 701628 33

The committee of the Marlborough LitFest 
would like to thank Broo Doherty and 
Stephen May for their invaluable help and 
advice for putting together the programme. 

We would also like to thank the following 
for their generous support.

William Golding Ltd 
Fingal-Rock
The Merchant’s House 
Marlborough College
Marlborough Library 

We would love your support. Please 
consider becoming a Golden Friend, an 
annual donation of £500, or a Silver Friend, 
an annual donation of £250.

Contributors: 
Ben Phillips Photography 07785 721740  Graphics: Aly Storey Pink House Studio 07787 500590 Cover photo: Poppy Jermaine Print: Thoroughbred Design & Print 01460 240773 Website: Ghost 

St John’s International Academy
Marlborough News Online 
Pound Arts
Waitrose 
The White Horse Bookshop 
Reflex Productions
Gazette and Herald 
Barbara Hosking

Golden Friends: Peter and Louise Page, 
Susie Fisher, Vivien Clark, Mark Ellis, Paul 
and Di Stibbard, Philip and Tanya Cayford, 
Anne and Giles Currie.



White Horse 
Bookshop

Krumbz
Cafe

Ellis Theatre
Marlborough

College

P
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THuRSDAy
7.15pm 
ZENA EDWARDS
Ellis Theatre

FRiDAy
11am
CHRIS LLOYD
Town Hall
1pm 
CHRIS LLOYD
Town Hall
2.30pm 
TOUR OF LIBANUS PRESS 
8 Silverless Street
7.30pm 
LOUIS DE BERNIèRES
Town Hall

SATuRDAy
10.30am
CAROLINE LAWRENCE
Town Hall
11am
TOUR OF LIBANUS PRESS 
8 Silverless Street

10.30am 
MIKE PITTS
St Mary’s Church
12 noon
JENNY UGLOW
Town Hall
1pm
CHRIS EWAN & ANDREW 
TAYLOR
Merchant’s House 
1.30pm
AC GRAYLING
Town Hall
2.45pm
BOB SWARUP
Merchant’s House 
3pm
MATT GREENE & MAVE 
FELLOWES 
The Betty Trask Award
Town Hall
4.15pm
PAULO SCOTT
Merchant’s House
4.30pm 
NINA STIBBE & SIMON 

GARFIELD
Town Hall
6pm
ROWAN WILLIAMS
St Mary’s Church
7.30pm
LYNNE TRUSS
Town Hall

SuNDAy
10am 
17TH CENTURY 
ExPERIENCE
Merchant’s House
10.30am
LAVINIA GREENLAW
Krumbz Café
11am 
ROGER PHILLIPS
White Horse Bookshop
11.30am
NAOMI WOOD & 
STEPHEN MAY
Town Hall
12 noon
AMY SACKVILLE & 

CYNAN JONES
Merchant’s House
1pm
POETRY IN THE PUB
The Green Dragon
2pm
SARAH DUNANT 
Town Hall
2pm
H IS FOR HAWK
Merchant’s House
3.30pm
OWEN SHEERS
Merchant’s House
4pm
SATHNAM SANGHERA
Town Hall
5.30pm
A GOOD BOOK
Town Hall

MONDAy
7.30pm
MICHèLE ROBERTS
Dauntsey’s School

E v e n t  L i s t i n g s ,  B o o k i n g  &  V e n u e s
Ellis Theatre 
Marlborough 
College from the High 
Street by car, head for the 
A4 westwards towards 
Calne and Devizes. Pass 
under a brick footbridge 
and ignore the main 
college gates on your left. 
After 150 metres turn left 
into College Parade Ground 
car park. College students 
will direct you to the Ellis 
Theatre from there, a very 
short walk. By foot, the 
College is a 15-20 minute 
walk from the Town Hall.

Dauntsey’s is an 
independent secondary 
school in the Wiltshire 
village of West 
Lavington, 20 miles from 
Marlborough. Head for 
Devizes via the westbound 
A4 to Beckhampton 
roundabout. At Devizes 
follow the Salisbury road 
southbound for 6 miles.

HOW TO BOOK
Online: www.marlboroughlitfest.org 
Telephone: 01249 701628 (through Pound Arts 
(£1 charge for cards plus 50p postage)
In Person: White Horse Bookshop 01672 512071

Please note: All events except the workshops, the 
Poetry Café, Poetry in the Pub, the visit to Libanus 
Press and the Wild Food foraging trail will run for 
approximately 1 hour.

34

Booking Terms & Conditions We do not exchange or refund tickets; this includes moving to an alternative performance. Tickets can be collected from 
the venue 30 minutes before the start of each performance. Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult for all family events. Details 
in this brochure were correct at the time of going to print. The Festival reserves the right to make changes in the event of unforeseen circumstances.



White Horse 
Bookshop

Krumbz
Cafe

Ellis Theatre
Marlborough

College

P

P

The Town Hall
A late Victorian building 
which dominates the east 
end of the High Street. 
The Assembly Room is the 
main festival venue.
The Court Room will be 
a bookshop and café for 
the weekend. Parking is 
available in the High Street 
or in Waitrose car park, 
between the High Street 
and George Lane. 

Libanus Press is located at 
Rose Tree House on Silverless 
Street, which is on the north 
side of The Green. From the 
Town Hall walk up Kingsbury 
Street and take the first right 
turn into Silverless Street.

Krumbz Café 8 The Parade. 
From the Town Hall cross at the 
zebra crossing opposite The Bear 
and walk down the Parade. Krumbz 
is at the bottom of the road. Bear 
right at the bottom  towards the 
river. Krumbz is on your left.

St. Mary’s Church bears remnants of the 
original Norman building of C1160 and marks from 
the Civil war gunfire are also evident. It is located 
behind the Town Hall and is accessible from the 
bottom of Kingsbury Street via Patten Alley.

The Green Dragon 
stands on the south side of 
the High Street, 100 metres 
from the Town Hall. 
Originally a coaching Inn, it 
dates back to the 15C.

The White Horse 
Bookshop is conveniently 

located within a minute’s walk 
from the Town Hall on the 

north side of the High Street.

The Merchants 
House an outstanding 
17C listed building with 
unique wall paintings and an 
unspoilt interior. It belonged 
to a wealthy silk merchant, 
Tomas Bayly. The festival 
venue will be in the Panelled 
Room with it’s elaborate 
fireplace and glass sundial. 
The Merchants House is 
situated on the north side of 
the High Street, 100 metres 
from the Town Hall.



Brewin Dolphin is proud to 
sponsor the Marlborough 
Literature Festival

The value of investments can fall and you may get back less than you invested.

Brewin Dolphin Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange, and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register reference number: 124444).

At Brewin Dolphin, our focus is on providing investment and 
financial planning advice that is as unique as each client’s needs. 
Our dedicated and experienced professionals can offer guidance in 
a broad range of areas including:

- Investments

- ISAs

- Inheritance planning

- Pension provision and investment management

To find out more about how we can help you, please contact us to 
arrange a free, no-obligation meeting.

Contact Beverley Mcilvar on 01672 519600 or email 
marlborough@brewin.co.uk for details. 

brewin.co.uk/marlborough


